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On 25 ir venber 1950 Antor Acl:exma*mﬁ Swmt&z-’y of State of the DDR ¥inistry
of Forcipn Atoizoosed, ofter Celsener, the SEZD's mosh oublsianding fhmwr

ticia, leciuzsd on tegy end Tactics® before the studsnt body of the
SED ”!ri Harx ic adeny in Klein-iUschnow. In outlining the tenets of hae

Eaate Y3 thee re?.&t:}rms between the UDR and the Pedsrsl Resublic. LAekermerm
sheided the Tollowingyg

T.m, In its resolutlon of 8 June 1945, the KPD set 1teeld the task of
creating an enti-fosclst democratic order. Since ‘that time sigmlifi-
cant changes have isken placa., The strategic goal of the current

piase is- the liberstion of Western Germany from the forelgn yoke,

> zweati}cz); of & unified, indevondent, democratic, peace-loving -

Bany. (1L

e generel stefl leading this f£ight is the Politblire of the SED
le the diresctorats of tho EPD ig charged with thoe task of
dereloping on iis own initiative an independent role in the
axecutlon of this welicy. The working elass of Western Germany
oi the DDR wmarzh toward the same goal from different stariing
noints ead along differen® dirsciions,

o5
&,

2, Although the DDR represents the cornerstome of a unified Germany,
our mosh imporiant concern iz Western Germany. The principal

Pmature of the cless struggle in the DDR is the weging of defsnzive

F‘li"tif)l:f ageinst sebotage and diversion. Western Germany, on the
qm’ hand, uzss iigbting methods identical with those employsd

EPD prior to 1933: Defense of the interests of ths working

iation, incitement of strikea and mese strikes, winning over

tho messes to the common struggle agalnst American imperialism,

The vital element of the XPD is *Nassenarbeil®.
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Jhe Theory of the iain Effort (Henptstoss) (2)

It is never apvpropriate to initiate an innersparty discussion corcerning
the "Hauptstoss". If in isclated instanees such discussions soring un,
thern they rust be quelled immediately. Under no circumstances should
the “Heuptstoss® become the subjest of mass agitation and nropsganda.
Let us beware of the theory of the "kleine Z8rrgibel®, (3) To direct
the "Heuptstoss® against the SFD would be the worst exoression of
sectarianism. (4)

Ine Pesce 'Movement

Prior to the Stockholm Peace Congress, the peace organization in Germany ws:
% mere annendix to the Kulturbund. (5) The veace movement in Western
uermnany is to be based on the following slozens: against re-militariza-
tion, zgainst the North Atlantie Pact, for the nroi'ibition of inecitement

to war among peoples, for sn understanding with all peace loving veoples,
It is not essential that friends of peace should from the stert be

friende of the USSR. This is a matter of educating them within the

neace movement,

The National Front

it would be a mistake to reise the demand that aill of Germany be patterned
after the DDR model. The population of Western Germany must *e won over
with the following slogans:

For the formation of an all-Germany council.

For a rapid overcoming of the split.

For the conclusionz of a democratic Peace Treaty.

Avey with the iizh Commissioners.

Awsy with the Council of Eurowne.
1t would be completely erroneous %o put forward slogans demanding land
reform and expropriation of mononolies, For that it would be tso early.
Uader ro circumstances should elenents of the final strugg.e for

cocialism be injected in the current vhase of, the struggle for gaining
leadership of the masses,

United Action of the Working Class (Aktionseinheit der Arbeiterklasse) (6)

The platform of Aktiomseinheit in Western Germany is as follows:
g, The workers must join on the basis of the peace movement.
. The workers must join on the basis of the Kational Front.

The workers must join in the common resistance svainst the inereasing
(2conomic) burden imvosed upon them.

& The workers must join in raising conerete demands in fevor af the
unemnloyed.

e. The workers must join in raising comprehensive democratic demands
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(1) -s,gm’gn,«,. This formulntion has been borrowed from the telesram sent
25X1X g Stnlin to Grotewohl on the occasion of the founding of the DDR.

Ny

I Conmnent. In taz verious phases of the Lemmunist struggle for power
the "Heuntstoss® always pursues s its objective the destruction of the
srincipal opponent. However, the "Jeuptstoss" is not directed arainst the
irincival opnonent. It is directed arainst those forces which enable the
srineinal opnonent to influence and harness to his purvoses the masres.
Tmee the "lauvtstoss™ has resulted in the destruction of those forces,
then the vrineinel opronent nes been isolated from his mase basis and is
wound to lose osut in tiae ensuing struggle.

Bl

25X1C

{3) Ceomment. This term assocliates the name of the energetic ore=1932 SPD
chief of OJ1ICL of Berlin, a favorite butt of KPD attacks, with the theory
that the rank and file of the SPD is composed of "kleine Z8rrpibel®.

5xX1X  (4) - Comment.

during the current vhase the strategic goal of the SED is to re-unite
iermany, an anti-fasciat, democrztic Germany. The vrincipal ownonent
iz 1,5, imwerlslism. The "Heupitstoss® is directed against the helpers
af U.S. imperialism who furnish it with a »opular basis, i.e. the
bourgeols ovarties of Western Germany and the Bonn Federal Geovernment.
Included among the "Hauontstoss™ targets are the leadershiv of trade
unions and SPD, Inasmuch, however, as the majority of the working
sopulasion are orsanized within the trade unions and the SPD, one
draws o distinctisn between lecadership and membershin and strives with
all means to win over the oresnized workers.

2. An essential facet of the "Hauptstoss" is the exploitation of differences
within the enemy’s camp. One is at all times prepared to form temporary
a21lisnces with nersonages who are irreconcilable foes of Communism (vide
tericke, !liemoeller) and to yleld to corvnromise provided this ausments
disunity within the enemy®s ranks,

“ The resolutions paszed at the Prague conference failed to denounce or
sondemn th2 Federal Government. The same omission was notstle in
Grotewohl's oroclamations subsequent to the Pracue conference. The
Polithfiro was reguired tn establish a diresct connection with the
¥ederal Government in order ¥to institute unity from above", PFarticulariy
whe Forst Zinna conference, an unnfficial rethering between Easi and West
7Zone rapresentatives, had finally convinced the SED that "unity from
below®, i.e., throuzh vonular pressure exerted by the West Zone nonulation
wes, Sor the time being at least, not realizeable.

1, The change in tactics enteiled by Prague made it inadviseble o continue
aaintaining amonz functionery circles the nrevailing view that the
sHauptstoss® 1s directed assinst Bonn. As a result Fred Oelssner in
nis lecture on the Pruague conference, held before the same assenblage
on 17 November 1950, designating U.S. imperialism as the main target
si the "Hauvtstoss® created considerable confusion arong the students
of the Karl Jderx Academy (being comvletely at variance with the never
challenged theory that the "Hauptstoss® 1s not directed agzainst the
vrincipal enemy). They finally consoled themselves with the thought
that this represented & tactical re-grouving to be judged in the light
of" the current politicel situaticn and of the unity »roposals of the
DUR, Ackermenn's exnose on the "Hauptstoss' merely served to compound
aonfusion, His giving this question short shrift by stating that tre

nuptstoss®™ was no longer a natter for discussion, was an injunction

that had to be observed in subsecuent seminars, Based on Stelin's
dlctum that Marxism is no dogma but a guide toward nractical action,

e students considered it adviseble to cease all discussions lest

thay ecxpose themselvec to the suspiclon that they are unable Lo ccmpre-

hend the creative anplicetion of Yerxism.
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{5} -gggm;epge In tuls connesetion it should be mentioned that the Kalturbuwd
is definitely on its wey ocut,
25X1X .
(&) f-gﬂ@’t Artionseinheit should not be confused with Einheit dax

ixbeiterklesse. It rmevely denotes joint action during a specific veriod
directed agalnst a commen enemy, nol srgenizational fusion on the bssis
ol the fight for socizlism,
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